BS1 - “Confronting the Pharisee Within”
Following Christ As He Wants To Be Followed

Total Devotion ’09 – ‘10

Following the Lord

What does it really mean to follow the Lord?  This really is the big question in life, isn’t it?  In Deuteronomy 6:5, God’s people are instructed to “love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  When a Pharisee asked Jesus what the greatest of all commandments is (Matt. 22:36), He affirmed Moses’ command exactly, saying, “This is the great and foremost commandment (v.37).”  However, Jesus made sure to add, “The second (greatest command) is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these TWO commandments (emphasis mine) depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”  

It’s been well documented that the Pharisees were seemingly very intent on fulfilling the greatest commandment.  They spent countless hours pondering and praying about how to “keep all His statutes and His commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life” (Deut. 6:2).  Sure, some Pharisees had ulterior motives, but some were sincere.  They wanted to follow God’s commandments and to follow them well; but in doing so, many of them lost sight of love, people, and God Himself, reducing their faith to daily and weekly spiritual routine, mindless Scripture recitation [not that it’s a mindless activity (it’s great!), but they could recite lots of Scripture on “automatic pilot,” without meditating on them], and consistent acts of charitable service, but lacking compassion and love.
1. Does any of the above description sound like you at all?  If so, in what way(s)?  If not, how are you different?

2. Look up the following verses, making note of the nuances of each:
a. Matt. 19:17

b. John 8:51

c. John 15:9-10

3. What do you think Jesus means when He commands us to keep His commandments?  How are we to keep them?  What does it not mean?  

a. How do some people “keep” God’s commandments without really “keeping” them? 
b. Are there ways YOU “keep” God’s commands without really “keeping” them?

Man Made for the Law, or the Law Made for Man?

God’s commands are often given in the form of timeless principles, and not specifics, allowing us to figure out how to apply His commands in the contexts of our own lives – where we live, in our culture, in our specific situation.  What that does, however, is force us to set up specific practical everyday standards for our lives that hopefully embody the Lord’s commands.  These are practices and standards set up for the purpose of giving ourselves a better chance at honoring the Lord and loving others better in His name.
4. What rules, guidelines, standards, commitments, or practices have you set up in your life for the purposes of honoring God?  Explain.  

a. How faithful are you in keeping them?

b. What biblical principles are being upheld by your commitments?


Often times, we set up standards for ourselves that may not be explicitly biblical, but are certainly implicitly biblical.  Then there are those practices and rules we make that are not explicitly or implicitly biblical, but seem to be very wise and prudent.
c. Do any of your standards or commitments fall in that category?

5. How should we determine how strongly or loosely to hold to these standards?  

a. Do you think it’s possible to hold to these standards too loosely?  If so, what potential dangers are there?
b. Do you think it’s possible to hold to these standards too rigidly?  If so, what potential dangers are there?
6. How should we determine what should never compromise on, and what standards are more flexible, depending on the situation?  Are there any passages in the Bible that you can point to?
7. Are there certain standards and principles in your life that you would consider as absolute and non-negotiable?  What are they and how did you arrive at that?

8. Are there times where you think others are living unwisely and are too “loose” in their standards of living?  

9. Have you ever been in a situation where you held onto certain self-made standards or beliefs so tightly that you violated a greater law of God (like the law of love) and ended up hurting someone unnecessarily?  If so, what did you learn from that experience?

Checking the Pharisee Within
10. Are there areas in your life where you’ve set up structures or standards that are good, but could lead you to become Pharisaical if you’re not careful?  Are there areas where you’re too loose and not strict enough on?  

11. The Pharisees and experts in the Mosaic Law (lawyers) were very well respected and admired for how they followed the Lord so thoroughly and faithfully.  But they didn’t follow the Lord as He wants to be followed.  
Read Luke 11:37 – 54 carefully where Jesus informs them of this fact in no uncertain terms.  Make note of each accusation Jesus makes below.  The word woe is a pronouncement of curses and misery:
Jesus’ Accusation


What part of their character it reveals

The attitude Jesus condemns
12. What is the real thrust of Pharisaism?  What primary attitude characterizes it?  Describe aspects or attributes that would characterize a modern day Pharisee?  Go beyond the obvious answers and dig deep to uncover some attitudes, thoughts, and actions that may hit close to home, but need to be stated.
Coram Deo
What was obviously missing in the Pharisees’ lives was a real understanding of and a desire for God’s heart.  As close as they were, physically and mentally, to God’s word, their hearts were far from His.  What was lacking in their lives was real love, and an understanding that a genuine love for God will always go hand-in-hand with a genuine love for others.  Truly understanding and applying this will be key to grasping what Jesus has in store for us this year at TD.

13. Read and meditate upon 1John 4:7-12, 16-21. 
a. In what ways does the authentic love of God evidence itself in your life?  In what ways does it not, when it should?  

b. Pray over a specific area of your life that you know needs more evidence of God’s love.  What area(s) of your life are you going make an effort to surrender more to His love?
